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Wedding Photography Guidelines and Checklist 
 

We are honored that you considered us to photograph your wedding. We take our role in your special 

day seriously and will make every effort to capture moments without interfering with your ceremony. Our 

goal is that you hardly notice our presence during the ceremony and reception, but at the same time we 

will naturally take an active role in all posed photos before and after the ceremony. Please use the 

following as a guide to selecting the photos you want us to capture. The time between the ceremony and 

the reception will influence the number of poses and photos we can take, so please consider those that 

are most important to you.  All of the shots are important, but I have taken the liberty to bold the photos 

that are typically the most important to capture. Remember, this is only meant to be a guide and we are 

completely flexible in capturing the photos that you want. 

 

Also, please consider that some church’s (et. al.) limit the use of flash photography and where we can be 

positioned during the ceremony. We will work with the celebrant to make sure that we can be located in 

such a way as not to interfere with your ceremony. 

 

Photography before the Ceremony 

 

Bride: 

 

 Wedding dress lying over a chair or hanging on a hanger 

 Zipping up or buttoning the wedding dress 

 Mother of the bride fastening the bride's necklace 

 Bride's garter, veil, etc. 

 Bride's veil 

 Bride’s shoes 

 Bride looking into a mirror 

 Bride looking out window 

 Bride and bridesmaids putting on makeup 

 Bride pinning corsage/boutonniere on mother/father 

 Bride hugging parents 

 Bride touching-up 

 Bride and parents leaving for ceremony 

 Bride arriving in car  

 Bride exiting car father helping  

 Bride kissing father on the cheek  

 Bride with mother and father looking on  

 Bride and bridesmaid/s group shot in church garden or vestibule  

 Candid shots of wedding party  
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Photography before the Ceremony (continued) 

 

Groom: 

 

 Groom pinning corsage/boutonniere on mother/father 

 Groom hugging his parents 

 Bride and parents leaving for ceremony 

 Groom tying tie 

 Groom looking into mirror 

 Groom waiting  

 Groom and best man  

 Groom, best man and ushers 

 Best man adjusting grooms tie  

 Groom and best man shaking hands  

 Groom with father  

 Groom with mother  

 Groom and best man at front of church waiting  

 Guests arriving at the church  

 Candid shots of wedding party 

 

 

Photography during the Ceremony 

 

 Outside the ceremony site 

 Guests arriving 

 Bride and father entering the ceremony 

 Parents being seated 

 Grandparents being seated 

 Maid of honor walking down the aisle 

 Bridesmaids walking down the aisle 

 Flower girl and ring bearer walking down aisle 

 Groom waiting for bride 

 Musicians 

 Celebrant (Priest, Minister, Rabbi, etc. ) 

 Altar or canopy during ceremony 

 Close-up of bride, just before she makes her entrance 

 Bride and father walking down aisle 

 Groom seeing bride for first time 

 The back of bride and father walking down the aisle – with the groom waiting in the distance 

 Bride's father and bride hugging at end of aisle 
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 Father “giving away” the bride 

 Shot of the audience from the bride and groom's point of view 

 The unity ceremony 

 Close up of bride and groom saying the vows 

 Wide shot of bride and groom saying the vows 

 Exchanging the rings 

 Close up of hands 

 The kiss 

 Bride & Groom walking up the aisle 

 Receiving line 

 Bride & Groom outside on steps 

 Guests throwing confetti/rose petals/birdseed 

 Bride & Groom hugging guests, laughing, getting congratulations 

 Bride & Groom getting in car 

 Bride & Groom in back seat 

 

 

Posed Photography (all) 

 

 Bride alone (full length) 

 Bride with Maid of Honor 

 Bride with bridesmaids 

 Groom with bridesmaids 

 Bride with parents 

 Bride & Groom together 

 Bride & Groom with parents 

 Bride & Groom with families 

 Bride & Groom with entire wedding party 

 Bride & Groom with flower girl and ring bearer 

 Groom with parents 

 Groom with best man 

 Groom with groomsmen 

 Bride with groomsmen 

 Please specify any others you want 
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During the Reception 

(Consider listing these in the order they will occur at your reception) 

 

 Outside of reception site 

 Bride & Groom arriving 

 Bride & Groom greeting guests 

 Table centerpieces 

 Table setting 

 Bride & Groom's table 

 Musicians or DJ 

 Guest book 

 Place card table 

 Close-up of bride and groom's place card 

 Wedding cake 

 Groom's cake 

 Gift table 

 Decorations 

 Bride & groom with guests at each table 

 The buffet or, if having table service, a dinner serving 

 First dance 

 Bride & Father dancing 

 Groom & Mother dancing 

 Guests dancing 

 Bride & Groom cutting the cake 

 Bride & Groom feeding each other cake 

 Toasts  

 Bride & Groom drinking champagne 

 Bride throwing bouquet 

 Groom retrieving garter 

 Groom tossing garter 

 Garter/Bouquet dance 

 The getaway car 

 Bride & Groom leaving party 

 Bride & Groom driving away 

 

Please advise which guests in particular you want photographed. 


